REVELATION 3 —

| STAND AT THE DOOR-

AND KNOEK

In Revelation 3, Jesus continues to convey His
message to John for the seven churches,
instructing them to remain faithful to Jesus. He
also conveys “The Great Invitation,” that He
stands at the door and knocks. And if anyone
opens the door for him, he will come in. Jesus
reminds us of the simplicity of His offer of
salvation. He is waiting for us today, no matter
how far we may feel we have strayed. - JT

1 “To the angel of the church in Sardis
write:

These are the words of him who holds the
seven spirits of God and the seven stars. I
know your deeds; you have a reputation of
being alive, but you are dead. 2 Wake up!
Strengthen what remains and is about to
die, for I have found your deeds
unfinished in the sight of my God. 3
Remember, therefore, what you have
received and heard; hold it fast, and
repent. But if you do not wake up, I will
come like a thief, and you will not know at
what time I will come to you.

4 Yet you have a few people in Sardis who
have not soiled their clothes. They will

walk with me, dressed in white, for they
are worthy. 5 The one who is victorious
will, like them, be dressed in white. I will
never blot out the name of that person
from the book of life, but will
acknowledge that name before my Father
and his angels. 6 Whoever has ears, let
them hear what the Spirit says to the
churches.

7 “To the angel of the church in
Philadelphia write:

These are the words of him who is holy
and true, who holds the key of David.
What he opens no one can shut, and what
he shuts no one can open. 8 I know your
deeds. See, I have placed before you an
open door that no one can shut. I know
that you have little strength, yet you have
kept my word and have not denied my
name. 9 I will make those who are of the
synagogue of Satan, who claim to be Jews
though they are not, but are liars—I will
make them come and fall down at your
feet and acknowledge that I have loved
you. 10 Since you have kept my command
to endure patiently, I will also keep you
from the hour of trial that is going to come
on the whole world to test the inhabitants
of the earth.

11 I am coming soon. Hold on to what you
have, so that no one will take your crown.
12 The one who is victorious I will make a
pillar in the temple of my God. Never
again will they leave it. I will write on
them the name of my God and the name
of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem,
which is coming down out of heaven from
my God; and I will also write on them my

new name. 13 Whoever has ears, let them
hear what the Spirit says to the churches.

14 “To the angel of the church in Laodicea
write:

These are the words of the Amen, the faithful
and true witness, the ruler of God’s creation.
15 I know your deeds, that you are neither
cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the
other! 16 So, because you are
lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about
to spit you out of my mouth. 17 You say, ‘Tam
rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need
a thing. But you do not realize that you are
wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. 181
counsel you to buy from me gold refined in
the fire, so you can become rich; and white
clothes to wear, so you can cover your
shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your
eyes, S0 you can see.

19 Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline.
So be earnest and repent. 20 Here I am! 1
stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears
my voice and opens the door, I will come in
and eat with that person, and they with me.

21 To the one who is victorious, [ will give the
right to sit with me on my throne, just as I was
victorious and sat down with my Father on
his throne. 22 Whoever has ears, let them
hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”
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The church in Sardis: At the time Jesus spoke
these words to John, the ancient city of Sardis had
seen its best days and had started to decline. Yet it
was a wealthy city, situated at the junction of
several important roads and trade routes. The
connection between Sardis and money - easy
money - was well known in the ancient world.



Therefore if you will not watch, I will come upon you as a
thief: Jesus warned them of the great danger in failing to
watch. If they ignored His command to be watchful,
then Jesus would come upon them as a thief, at a time
completely unexpected.

Walk with Me: This is the greatest reward Jesus can give
His followers. The Christians in Sardis who forsook the
sinful compromise of their city would be rewarded with
a closer, more intimate walk with Jesus. This reward is
ultimately a better motivator than the fear of
punishment or ruin from our sin.

I have set before you an open door, and no one can shut
it: The church in Philadelphia had an open door set
before them. Often, an open door speaks of evangelistic
opportunity (1 Corinthians 16:9, 2 Corinthians 2:12, and
Colossians 4:3). Jesus told them He had opened the door
of evangelistic opportunity, and they must go through
that door in faith. In its history, Philadelphia had a great
“evangelistic” calling. The city had the mission of
spreading Greek culture and language through the
whole region. Now Jesus opened the door for the
Christians of Philadelphia to spread the culture of His
kingdom through the whole region.

I'will make those of the synagogue of Satan: Apparently,
the Christians in Philadelphia were persecuted by
Jewish people (the synagogue). However, these
persecuting Jews were Jews in name only (who say they
are Jews and are not, but lie). In fact, they had no
spiritual connection to Abraham or to the people of
faith.

I'will keep you from the hour of trial which shall come
upon the whole world: Jesus also promised them
protection from the hour of trial coming on the whole
world. Most Bible scholars see this hour of trial as a
prophetic reference to the Messianic woes, the Great
Tribulation, which precede Jesus’ earthly kingdom.
Jesus promised to keep these Christians from that hour
of trial.

To test those who dwell on the earth: The test is directed
against those who dwell on the earth. This phrase is
used nine times in the Book of Revelation, and it speaks
of those who are not saved in Jesus. Revelation 17:8
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makes the term synonymous with the lost: And those
who dwell on the earth will marvel, whose names are
not written in the Book of Life from the foundation of
the world. This test is for unbelievers, not Christians.

Behold, I am coming quickly: First, the church at
Philadelphia must remember that Jesus is coming
quickly, and they must prepare for His coming. “The
expression ‘quickly’ is to be understood as something
which is sudden and unexpected, not necessarily
immediate.” (Walvoord)

You are neither cold nor hot: This picture of
lukewarmness would immediately connect with the
Christians of Laodicea because the water they drank
every day was lukewarm. Jesus said, “Just as the water
you drink is disgustingly lukewarm, you are lukewarm,
and neither cold nor hot” In this spiritual sense,
lukewarmness is a picture of indifference and
compromise. It tries to play the middle, too hot to be
cold and too cold to be hot. In trying to be both things,
they end up being nothing - except to hear the words, “I
will vomit you out of My mouth.” Satan will have us any
way he can get us, but he prizes a lukewarm religionist
far above a cold-hearted sinner.

Behold, I stand at the door and knock: Jesus gave this
lukewarm church The Great Invitation. He knocked at
their door, asking entry to come and dine with them, in
the sense of sharing warm, intimate time. It only
happens as we respond to His knock, but the promise is
made to all: If anyone hears my voice.

This statement of Jesus expressed a profound mystery.
Why did Jesus stand outside the door? Why did He
knock? Why did He wait until someone opens the door?
He had every right to break down the door, or enter
some other way on His own accord, but He didn’t. The
sovereign, omnipotent Jesus lowered Himself to work
out His eternal plan by wooing the cooperation of the
human heart.
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Football, beer, and above dll,
gambling filled up the horizon
of their minds... To keep them

in control was not difficult.
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